
BOLOGNA, COLOGNE AND WITTENBERG 
-THREE MODELS FOR THE RENAISSANCE 

UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN 

DITLEV TAMM 
Universidad de Copenhague 

RESUMEN 

El Derecho ha sido enseñado en Copenhague desde la fundación de la Universidad de Copen- 
hague en 1479, con variables grados de desarrollo. Durante mucho tiempo sólo existía una 
universidad danesa, y por lo tanto no había más que una facultad de la ley en Dinamarca. Las 
historias, tanto de la Universidad de Copenhague como la de su Facultad de Leyes están, en con- 
secuencia, íntimamente ligada a la historia de Dinamarca. Así, la historia de la Universidad de 
Copenhague hasta el siglo pasado es básicamente la historia de la vida académica danesa. 
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ABSTRACT 

Law has been taught in Copenhagen since the founding of the University of Copenhagen 
in 1479, with varying degrees of development. For a long time there was only one Danish 
University, and therefore there was only one law faculty in Denmark. The stories of both the 
University of Copenhagen as its Faculty of Law are in consequence intimately linked to the 
history of Denmark. Thus, the history of the University of Copenhagen until the last century 
is basically the story of Danish academic life. 
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1. BOLOGNA AND COLOGNE 

The history of how a legal profession was made, and the changing methods of law teaching 
form an important part of legal history. Denmark for centuries had followed a European pattern 
of law teaching which took as its starting point Bolognas a model for legal studies. In the late 
lYh century however Cologne was a geographically closer model to be substituted in the 16" 
century by the Lutheran University of Wittenberg. Taking these three Universities as a model, 
law teaching was established in Copenhagen on different levels and with different aims before 
and after 1500. Only in the lath century did law studies and a national legal science really start 
to develop and only then the conditions necessary for the rise of a legal profession was there. 
However law teaching in Denmark has quite some history and the following contribution to the 
honouring of a Latin American scholar of legal history aims at presenting the ideas on which ideas 
a law faculty was established in a Northern European kingdom in the early modern period. 






















